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Last year at our Annual 
General Meeting we put our 
Members to work to help us 
formulate a plan to lead this 
organization forward. The 
process gave the AITC-M 
Board an opportunity to 
hear directly from our 
sponsors and their wishes 
as to how they see the 
organization progressing. 

We have taken the feedback we received, 
reviewed it, and implemented a strategic plan that 
we hope will make our organization strong well into 
the future. We will use this strategic plan to serve 
as our building blocks for sustainable growth and 
refer to it from time to time to make sure we have 
not strayed. It is an exciting time in agriculture and 
we will strive to be the respected voice of 
agriculture awareness in Manitoba. 
 
On behalf of the Board I would like to say a big 
THANK YOU to the hundreds of volunteers from 
our industry for making AITC-M events and 
programs a great success. Our volunteers are 
special in that, not only do they give freely of their 
time, but they are also passionate about our 
industry. That passion is passed on to the 
students, teachers and parents that we interact 
with. You are great role models for our industry 
and hopefully your dedication and hard work will 
pay off in having some of the students we 
interacted with entering this great profession. 
 
I would also like to thank all our members. Your 
continued financial support will enable us to 

continue to grow and bring our message of 
Accurate, Balanced and Current Agriculture 
Information.  
 
A big THANK YOU also to our staff, Johanne, 
Wendy, Leanne and Diane. Your dedication and 
hard work is appreciated by all who cross your 
paths and your love of agriculture is evident in 
everything you do. 
 
Finally I would like to thank our past and present 
Directors. In 2006, Jan Knutson stepped off the 
board. Thank you Jan for all your commitment to 
agriculture awareness and education. At the same 
time we welcomed Wes Williamson to our Board of 
Directors.  

 
It has been a pleasure working towards agriculture 
awareness in Manitoba and we look forward to a 
great 2007. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scott Van Alstyne 
President of the Board 
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Agriculture in the Classroom-Manitoba Inc. 
provided students in Manitoba classrooms with a 
variety of agriculture hands on learning 
opportunities in 2006. 
 
Manitoba Ag Days Tours: 
Since 1998, the Western Region Initiative, in 
partnership with Agriculture in the Classroom-
Manitoba, has hosted Ag Days Tours for Manitoba 
students.  In January 2006, 200 Grade 7 and 8 
students and their teachers attended an agriculture 
learning experience linked to the Grade 7 and 8 
science program of ecosystems and water.  
Students were also given the opportunity to take 
part in a tour of the various booths at Ag Days.  
AITC-M is grateful for the financial support 
received from Manitoba Ag Days Inc. for this 
worthwhile program.  
 
Ag and the City:  
A first for AITC-M was Ag and the City held in 
February. Teachers from across the city and 
outside of Winnipeg traveled to Kelburn Farm to 
participate in two tracks of learning.  Senior high 
teachers participated in a hands on learning event 
and toured various activities related to their 
curriculum. Early and middle year’s teachers 
toured different agriculture venues within Winnipeg 
to increase their awareness of the fact that 
agriculture does exist in the city. Many venues 
were visited, including: Richardson Centre for 
Functional Foods and Nutraceuticals, The 
Canadian International Grains Institute, Burnbrae 
Farms, The Carver’s Knife, The MB Pork Council 
and Monsanto. Plans are underway to host the 
event in Brandon and Winnipeg in 2007, in 
conjunction with the provincial educator’s in-
services in November.   
 
Made in Manitoba Breakfasts: 
Agriculture in the Classroom - Manitoba continues 
with their famous Made in Manitoba Breakfasts. 
These breakfasts are a major hit with students, 
teachers, and our producer volunteers who come 
to help.  
 
During the 2006 year, Made in Manitoba 
Breakfasts (MIMB’s) were hosted at the following 
schools: Bruxelles, Wawanesa Rivers, Morden, 
and Marion and Earl Grey schools in Winnipeg. 
Over 1500 students experienced a Made in 
Manitoba Breakfast, gleaned information on 

agriculture in Manitoba, and were able to thank a 
Manitoba producer for his/her role in producing the 
food they were able to eat and enjoy!  

A new audio visual presentation was developed 
this year to enhance the learning for the students 
participating.  As always the students thoroughly 
enjoyed the local food on their plates with a new 
understanding and appreciation for all the efforts 
made by our industry to bring it there! Special 
recognition goes to our many MIMB sponsors 
including: Countryside Farms, The Dairy Farmers 
of Manitoba, The Manitoba Canola Growers 
Association, The Manitoba Pork Council, Pizzey’s 
Milling and Baking, Farm Credit Canada, BDO 
Dunwoody LLP, Greenvalley Equipment, Agassiz 
Credit Union, and Westoba Credit Union. 
 
Amazing Agriculture Adventure: 
Following the successful change that was 
introduced in 2005 to the Amazing Agriculture 
Adventure program, AITC-M continued with these 
two flagship events. In June, AAA was in Brandon 
in partnership with the Provincial Exhibition of 
Manitoba, and in September in Winnipeg with the 
Red River Exhibition Association. Each event 
offers eighteen interactive learning stations for 
Grade 4 and 5 students, teachers, and parent 
volunteers to gather information on agriculture in 
Manitoba.  
 
These eighteen interactive and engaging stations 
would not be possible without the extraordinary 
support of our volunteers, commodity groups, non-
profit organizations, government, industry and 
businesses that support us! Over one thousand six 
hundred students, plus their teachers, and parent 
volunteers traversed the two Amazing Agriculture 
Adventures in 2006.   
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Some comments from teachers include: 
 
“We appreciated the genuine interest of 
presenters in sharing their knowledge/
expertise – we expected them to be 
knowledgeable, but they were all so pleasant, 
too!!” 
 

“Very informative, appropriate for grade level 
outcomes.” 
 

“It connects with our science unit and the 
explanations were precise and clear.” 
 

“Best hands on experience for school children 
– so educational!”  
 
This event is rated one of the best field trips ever. 
Each year, new schools leave in amazement and 
appreciation for the role of agriculture in their 
everyday lives!   
 
Other activities:  
In addition to the main programs AITC-M offers, we 
responded to various requests to provide 
agriculture awareness/education through other 
venues.   
 
Manitoba Royal Winter Fair: March 2006 
Agriculture in the Classroom-MB, in partnership 
with the Provincial Exhibition, provided agriculture 
awareness opportunities for children attending the 
Manitoba Royal Winter Fair at the end of March. 
 
Russell Chamber of Commerce Agriculture 
Awareness : April 2006 
In partnership with the Russell Chamber of 
Commerce and Manitoba Canola Growers 
Association, AITC-M hosted a mini-Amazing Ag 
Adventure for 250+ students and teachers.  The 
Russell Chamber of Commerce provided all 
students with a made in Manitoba pancake brunch 

following the Ag Awareness activity.   
 

How Things Work: April 2006 
AITC-M took part in a very exciting day at River 
Park School themed, ‘How Things Work Day’.  The 
day saw students move from room to room, 
exploring how everyday things around them work.  
AITC-M had three rooms, each targeting a different 
age group from elementary to senior, each group 
being interactive with agriculture.   
 
Heritage Fair: May 2006 
AITC-M staff attended the Heritage Fair at the 
University of Winnipeg. We had our display 
present, advertising the programs we offer 
throughout the year and resources available for 
teachers.  Hands on activities were very well 
received by the students that participated.  Some 
of these activities included wheat grinding, and 
canola crushing. 
 
Daniel McIntyre School: May 2006 
AITC-M was invited  to Daniel McIntyre School 
where we presented to the grade 10 students who 
where taking a unit on agriculture.  The students’ 
knowledge was put to the test as they took part in 
the Name That Commodity Game, canola crush 
experiments, food match activity and seed puzzles.  
Many of the students from this city school had 
never seen a farm or other elements of the 
agricultural industry like a grain elevator.  They 
were all very eager to learn about the industry!  
 
University of Manitoba Agricultural and Food 
Sciences Faculty  100 Year Celebration: July 2006 
AITC-M was very pleased to be a part of the 
University of Manitoba Agricultural and Food 
Sciences Faculty 100 Year Celebration at Kelburn 
Farm.  We planned and presented programs for 
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children of all ages who were attending the day 
with their parents. We had various activities 
ranging from a wagon ride to experience the crops 
growing in the fields, to playing Where’s Agriculture 
on the computer, to making ice cream in a Ziploc 
bag. 
 
Canola Learning Centre: July 2006 
Canola Learning Centre celebrated it’s tenth 
anniversary of interactive farm tours for kids this 
year.  To celebrate, the Manitoba Canola Growers 
Association hosted two celebration events which 
AITC-M staff helped at.  These events saw 
students come out to Kelburn Farm where they 
took part in various hands on activities to learn 
about agriculture.  Students were able to tour the 
farm, sweep for bugs, identify weeds, crush 
canola, investigate various plants, learn about 
machinery and so much more.  
 
Fort Whyte Centre Day Camp: August 2006 
AITC-M was requested to visit the Fort Whyte 
Camp and do a presentation on agriculture 
awareness to campers. We delivered this 2 hour 
program to campers on a weekly basis for 3 
weeks.  Campers were kept very busy while having 
fun learning all about agriculture and where their 
food comes from. Some of the activities included 
the seed puzzle, the food match game, Canola is 
People, Agriculture tag, and making ice cream in a 
ziploc bag.  A take home  resource was provided. 
 
Canadian Western Fairs and Exhibitions: October 
2007 
AITC-M was invited to present at 
the Canadian Western Fairs and 
Exhibitions conference in 
Saskatoon. We provided 25 
conference attendees with ideas 
on how to introduce agriculture 
awareness into fairs and 
exhibitions.   
 
LIFT/SAG Teacher In-services: 
November 2006 
AITC-M attended the LIFT 
teacher in-service in Brandon and 
the SAG Teacher In-services in 
Winnipeg. At the Social Studies 
session, AITC-M Staff offered a 
half day workshop on AITC-M, 
our resources and our many 

outreach opportunities. The participants also took 
part in several hands on activities to give them a 
taste of how agriculture can be integrated into 
curriculum in a fun and interactive way. Teachers 
were provided with various agriculture awareness 
resources as well as information on AITC-M’s 
programs such as Amazing Agriculture Adventure, 
Ag and the City, Teacher Learning Adventure.   
 
Western Region Initiative  
Formerly the Western Region Sub-Committee, the 
WRI continues to play a major role in agriculture 
awareness in partnership with Agriculture in the 
Classroom-Manitoba.  This group has been 
functioning since 1998, promoting agriculture 
awareness to schools in the western part of the 
province.  The committee is comprised of Linda 
Carter, Des Czerkawski, Carma Levandoski, Carla 
Beaudry, Patsy Michiels, Marvin Elder, Clayton 
Robins, Jim Bambridge, Ted Eastley, Reid 
Lumbard, David Day and Wes Williamson.  Marvin 
Elder represents WRI at the Agriculture in the 
Classroom board meetings.   
 
Website 
In order to keep up with constantly changing world 
of technology, AITC-M started working on a new 
user friendly website for the organization.  
 
Summary 
Agriculture in the Classroom-Manitoba has 
experienced another very positive year in 2006 
providing, accurate balanced and current 
agriculture awareness messages. These 

messages have been delivered 
through our various activities and 
excellent resources to thousands 
of  students and teachers, in 
addition to hundreds of other 
individuals who exhibited a keen 
interest in agriculture awareness 
of children and agriculture.   
 
These activities are not possible 
without the excellent support of 
volunteers from our various 
government departments, 
agriculture industry, business and 
non profit sector partners.  We 
extend a sincere thank you to all 
of you for your support to AITC-
M’s programs!  
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The mind is not a vessel to be filled, but a 
hearth to be lighted. 
Irene Parlby - 1868-1905. - politician and 
member of the "Famous Five” 
 

This quote seems to 
speak to the way in 
which Agriculture in the 
Classroom-MB likes to 
approach our mandate. 
Increasing agriculture 
awareness in Manitoba 
schools does not 
involve just lecturing to 
students and teachers 
about the importance 
of our industry and 
what it should mean to 
them as Manitobans. 
By reading the 
previous pages in this 

report you can’t help but notice that for AITC-M, it 
is about connecting students, teachers, schools 
and community members to our industry through 
experience and interactive opportunities. We bring 
to them real people and their stories. We let them 
touch, taste, smell and feel agriculture. We help 
them to embrace the agriculture industry by 
opening their minds to the many diverse and varied 
career options. We celebrate safe food, exciting 
employment opportunities, cutting edge science 
and research and commodity related non-food 
products. We celebrate that Manitoba agriculture is 
a global commodity, an integral contributor to the 
well being of the world.  AITC-M strives to be that 
spark that lights the fire in the student’s mind about 
our industry and all the exciting potential it can hold 
for them! Even if that means as little as having an 
understanding of where their food comes from to 
as big as choosing agriculture as a career, or as 
important as being an informed consumer.  
 
The past year has been another exciting and 
satisfying year of agriculture awareness and 
education. Our programs and resources reached 
over 15,000 students, teachers and others!!   
AITC-M has been in the forefront of many 
initiatives. We helped steer the Manitoba Rural 

Adaptation Council’s Agriculture Awareness 
strategy for Manitoba and we sat on two separate 
University of Manitoba Agricultural and Food 
Science committees.  Our programs and events 
have appeared across the media countless times 
once again, as our profile strengthens every year.  
It was AITC-M’s greatest honor to be the recipient 
of the Manitoba Pork Council’s award for 
Excellence in Agriculture Education for 2006. 
There is no more of an honor then one extended 
from your peers and colleagues. Our organization 
was asked to attend many meetings to share our 
success stories within the agriculture industry…the 
word is out that our programs are working and you 
want to hear about it! I challenge you to take that 
extra step…everyone who is interested in our 
industry needs to get involved to feel part of the 
team effort to ensure a strong future for agriculture.  
 
My heartfelt thanks to AITC-M’s incredibly 
committed staff and Board. It is my utmost 
pleasure to carry out such inspiring and gratifying 
work alongside you and on your behalf. I look 
forward to 2007 with excitement and commitment 
to this important work! 

 
 
 
 
 

Johanne Ross 
Executive Director 
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Agriculture in the Classroom - Manitoba Inc. 
3977 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3K 2E8 
 
Phone: 1.866.487.4029 
Fax: 1.877.487.4757 
 
Email: info@aitc.mb.ca 
Website: www.aitc.mb.ca 

Special Thanks to the Core 
Members of Agriculture in the 

Classroom - Manitoba Inc. 

Agriculture in the Classroom - Manitoba is grateful  for the support of its 
partners, members and volunteers. We could not deli ver our programs 
without you! AITC-M is a not for profit independent  organization dedicated 
to enhancing society’s awareness of agriculture by educating our children. 
Contact us to find out how you can get involved. Fo r a full list of our 
friends, please check our web site.  


