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         TEACHER LESSON PLAN AND ANSWER KEY
                                                LESSON 7 – Weather
Teacher will need: 

· The PowerPoint presentation.

· To develop a blank graph 
· To have access to internet or set up weather monitoring devices. 
Students will need:

· Access to the internet and/or weather monitoring instruments.
· Ruler
· Pencil Crayons or Markers
Activate Students Interest:  

· Talk to the class about weather and get them to brainstorm the different elements of weather that can be tracked and recorded (ie. temperature; relative humidity; wind speed and direction; wind chill; barometric pressure; humidex; cloud cover; ultraviolet index; warm and cold fronts; amount, types, and probability of precipitation)
· Lead a discussion about how weather may affect the crop that is being grown for East Selkirk Middle School.  
Students Acquire Knowledge: 

· Work through the PowerPoint presentation with the students.  It will cover;
· Definitions of  and the instruments used to measure;

· Note: You may have better or set definitions that you would prefer to use.  I pulled these ones from The Weather Channel website and Wikipedia.
· Temperature

· Relative Humidity

· Wind Speed

· Wind Direction

· Wind Chill

· Barometric Pressure

· Humidex

· Cloud Cover

· Ultraviolet Index

· Warm and Cold Fronts

· Precipitation

· The weather station webpage from Doug Chorney’s  Farm

· http://tgs.gov.mb.ca/climate/DisplayImage.aspx?StationID=selkir210
· You will go over the different things that this particular weather station records.  
· A sample of what their graph may look like that they are going to create.  

· You will then introduce the charting activity that the class will take part in for the rest of the school year as the crop grows out in the field.  

· You will prepare a blank chart that students will fill out each day.  There is a sample below.  I would suggest using poster paper and having the students use pencil crayons to make the graph colorful.  (You may need more than one page)

· You will assign students each days that they will be responsible to gather the information from the website (I would get them to take the information from the previous day Yesterdays info at the bottom of the page) 
· 
[image: image2]
Apply Students Knowledge: 

· Students will take turns daily to add to the graph.  You may also want to have that student do a brief verbal report to the rest of the class.  

· You could periodically look at the graph and have a discussion about the overall weather.  

· ie. It has been pretty warm and we have not had rain for 6 days that may not be good.  Or it really got cold in the evenings that could damage the crop.  

Extension Exercise

· You could do a design process and have students create rain gauges and compare their calculations from their rain gauges to the weather station. 
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